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Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 05242 271813Z 
44 

ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 INR-10 LAB-06 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 OPR-02 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 L-03 

NSC-10 PA-03 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-15 USIA-15 ACDA-19 

IO-15 DRC-01 /147W 

080439 

R 271435Z SEP 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0000 
INFO GOV PANCANAL 

CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 5242 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR PN PQ 

SUB J : POSSIBLE CANAL PILOTS' STRIKE 

1. NEW PHASE OF DISPUTE BETWEEN PANAMA CANAL COMPANY AND CANAL 
PILOTS’ ASSOCIATION WILL BEGIN SEPTEMBER 28 WITH DELIVERY OF 

CZ GOVENOR S REPLY TO PILOTS. GOVERNOR IS REMAINING FIRM IN 
POSITION THAT REGULATIONS FOR HIRING PILOTS SHOULD BE CHANGED 
TO PERMIT HIRING OF PANAMANIAN CITIZENS. PILOTS HAVE BEEN 
ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THIS ACTION, AND MAY INITIATE 
SLOWDOWN OR COMPLETE HALT IN CANAL TRANSITS BEGINNING 
SEPTEMBER 29. 

2. OFFICE OF UNDERSECRETARY OF THE ARMY HAS FULL DETAILS 
CONCERNING SITUATION. 

SAYRE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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